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GARNDUWA FESTIVAL — TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [12.06 pm]: I was extremely fortunate 
earlier this month to be invited to attend the twentieth anniversary of the Garnduwa Festival in Fitzroy Crossing. 
For the benefit of members present, Garnduwa is the peak Indigenous sporting body in the Kimberley and is 
responsible for the development of local, regional, state and national participation in sport by Indigenous people 
in the region. Garnduwa’s remote communities festival traditionally attracts up to 20 communities from the 
Fitzroy Valley and beyond to participate in a four-day event. This incorporates football, basketball, and art and 
cultural performances, including music and dance. 
This year’s festival commenced with a special celebration dinner for over 140 guests to acknowledge 20 years of 
the Garnduwa group and to recognise all of the people who have contributed to make this event and the 
organisation an ongoing success. I was honoured to be invited to participate and have the opportunity, on behalf 
of the state government, to acknowledge the commitment of a core group of administrators, elders, volunteers 
and supporters across the Kimberley’s Indigenous communities who collectively have delivered something 
unique in fusing sport and culture, which ultimately delivers benefits right across this region. 

I count myself as extremely lucky to have been personally involved with Garnduwa in my capacity as the 
manager of country football in Western Australia for many years, and now as sports minister. What I have seen 
over that time is the incredible difference Garnduwa has made to the lives of thousands of Indigenous people 
throughout the Kimberley and, more recently, in the Pilbara. I often talk about the underestimation of what sport 
delivers and the difference it makes to our communities, and this is even more important in some of these remote 
areas. The positive impact Garnduwa has had on the lives of the people in this region, particularly young people, 
is almost impossible to quantify, but it really has been extraordinary. 
I would like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to three people vital to the ongoing success of the 
organisation. Founder, Geoff Davis, chairwoman, Marmingee Hand, and chief executive officer, Alan Bishop, 
have individually contributed an enormous amount but collectively delivered so much more to the Kimberley 
region. Their efforts are widely acknowledged in the Kimberley and should now rightfully be recognised in this 
place. My department, under the guidance of the director general, Ron Alexander, and his predecessor, Jack 
Bush, has provided important support for Garnduwa and together they form an effective partnership across the 
region. 
The 5 000-plus people who attended this year’s carnival will have enjoyed a fantastic experience and, thanks to 
the commitment of an outstanding group of elders and volunteers, will be able to experience many more festivals 
to come.  
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